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OFFICIAL. t

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT.
Jiimca W. IlHvidHon, United Stales murtdiul fur the J

northern dibtrict of lllinoiM, in jilnce of Iron Nye,
rebigned.

£. II. Parker, iMinUuMter ut Geneva, N. Y., vice J.
x

8. Irewib.''

II. F. Foemjr, pobtmabter at Wheeling, Ya., vice
G. A. Cacruft. ''

'PUP IL'h't'I V llMI/iV

J r A glance at the appearance us well as contents of j|
jl \ the H'eek/i/ Union will conclusively show, we think, |j

that no pains or expense is spared on our part to t
render it worthy of its large and still-increasing cir- <_

culation. It is a largo and handsome sheet, printed u

l|:;> on tine white paper, and contains more reading mat- o

fgjj ter than can bo found in any other weekly paper of r

nji the same subscription price, (one dollar per annum.) h
This week's issue contains a biographical sketch t

' ij of the late Hon. W. L. Marcy, and an account of his t

j J last illness and funeral; interesting European intelli- c

( 3 geneo; report of the proceedings of the Mississippi
W, and Georgia democratic State conventions; editorials u

1;; on the controverted Kansas constitutional questions ; |.
Governor Walker's northern and southern assailants;
the bombardment of Greytown ; the great fire at Port f,

V * an Prince ; the pearl discoveries; editorials on the j.
i' I leading political topics and events of the week ; the ;l

^ 1 spirit of our democratic exchanges ; foreign and do1roentic miscellany ; and the latest news by telegraph h
and the mails up to the time of going to press. c

a'
A HOPE OF 8AND ti

We hove read with care the opinion of the court "

of appeals on the constitutionality of the New York n

police bill. We have advised all to conform to the s

k, i decision as possessing a binding obligation. But if c

this interpretation of tho constitution is correct, and f
f: to guide judicial action in other cases, we are forced s

i to the conclusion that written constitutions create no

. binding or controlling obligations. While we con- «

' demn the partisanship which Judge Shankland dig- a

plays in attempting to defend, by unproved and un- <

jj| j| provable assumptions, tho action of his political t

ji friends in the legislature, we accord to his brethren n

,1, f great learning and ability, and the most perfect *

|f I i| purity of purpose as well as the best possible inten- o

J;| tions. They certainly most justly enjoy tho respect I,
K. and confidence of all. r

I ju I Notwithstanding all this, we think they have
B 5 erred. Since 1777 New York has been, governed '

IB | under a written constitution, and* has been divided «

i jmj into counties, towns, cities, and villages, and thesu 1
I f'jfe again subdivided into districts, under the action of '

Hj local authority. Under it all judicial and ministerial i

authorities, including justices of the peace, were up- '

| M pointed by tho governor and council of revision.
.

The constitution of 1821 took from tho executive i

nearly all his patronage, except appointing the chain t

cellor, judges of the supreme, circuit, and county *

courts, surrogates, district attorneys, masters in «

chancery, and a fow other unimportant officers, and l
conferred it upon the electors. That of 1846 dives!- f
ed him of these and made them elective also. The ti

design was to make the government one of the poo- t

pie, acting in their sovereign capacity of electors. '

The governor, all high officers of Stale, tho en- '

tire judicial establishment, including sheriffs, clerks,
and district attorneys, also militia officers, and all c

county, town, city, and village officers, were made »

elective by those whoso business tliey were designed
to transact. The whole scheme of govcrmftcut is <

olective, or self-government to its utmost limit. The >

! public business of tho counties, towns, cities, and >

' villages, as well as that of the State, is managed by t

i; omciai agents oiccieu uy uioso woo pay ine expense i

I j of their respective governments, and to whom they I

| i owe direct responsibility. The second section of the
< tenth article shows that it was designed to secure '

, and perpetuate this state of things, and to prevent
i legislative interference: i

ill! "All county ojfker* whose election or appointment in not t
1 i provided for by this constitution shall be elected by the
Iji-4 electors of the respective counties, or api>ointcd by the

.1 ltoards of supervisors or other county authorities, as the
'!: legislature shall direct. All city, town, and village officers

whose election or appointment is not provided foi* by this
; Hconstitution shall be elected l»y the electort of inch cities, totem, (

'jj; and villayet, or of tome division thereof, or ap|>ointcd by such
authorities thereof, as the legislature shall designate for '

the purpose : all other officers whose election or appoint- 1
ment is not provided for by this constitution, and nil offi-
com whose offices may hereafter bo created by law, shall
be elected by the people, or appointed as the legislature
may direct."
This provision conclusively shows that all county, i

town, city, and village officers not otherwise providedfor must be elected by the people of the counties,towns, cities, and villages. All snqh officers
had local duties to perform relating to the business
of their constituents. Taxation, representation, and
accountability to the constituent went hand in hand.
The constitution clearly intended to recognise and
continue these relations, and to prohibit the legislaturefrom interfering with them. Tho provision in
relation to "all other officers whose election or appointmentwas not provided for, whose offices may
hereafter he created by lnw, shall be elected by the
people or appointed, as the legislature nwy direct,"
looks not to county, town, city, or village officers,
or the duties performed by them, but to those havinga distinct and independent character, such
as architects to construct buildings at the capital,
juiiwbtv or uuin (wjihoih, m«(49 prinnriH. or onier

f ; similar buildings, or to perform other special duties
|4| not of local concernment Committed to the counties, |

towns, cities, or villages. Tho geological survey, *

| documentary history, and the New York harbor ex- [
aminations, the codification of the laws, and aimilnr
matters, are within this clause. The design was

not to interfere with or control the powers con-

7 ferred upon the counties, towns, cities, and villages.
'i;.! but to provide for cases which might, possibly have

| been overlooked in considering those intended to be
Included under general heads. The executive, judi-
ciol, ministerial, and police powers were all conferred
and distribute I under the constitution, and were

exercised throughout the Htate pursuant to laws in
force prior to the constitution of lme, and long ad ]

muisfcred with the recognition and acquiescence of
lie courts, the Imr, and people of the whole State,
egardless of political purticH.
Although the jxdice arrangements of counties,

owns, cities, and villages wero subject to minor vaiationa,the leading features of local elector and reposentativeand responsibility were preserved. The
'aviations of form did not impair the great princi>leof self-government illustrated in popular local
lections controlling the aH'nirs of the interested coutituent.The inetropnlititn-|>olic!c bill has, in effect,
lullilicd these great and familiar principles upon
vhich Treo representative government rests. If
he principles upon which the decision in question
i based aro recognised and control, there is not one

lower delegated in the constitution which may not
>e widely perverted, nor one prohibited which may
iot in some form he exercised. On the contrary, the
v i 11 of the legislature is the sole limit of legislative
lower. i

\\ hen the exercise o! u power is lorlnuuon a change
ii form, it seeniH, render* itconstitutionul. Ifexpressly
onferred upoq and limited to a specific and known diisiunof tlie Htate, by including another portion with
t, the constitutional authority is changed. The poieepower of the city of New York, by the constituion,devolved upon the elective officers of the city
orporntion, und that of Westchester was conferred
ipou those elected by that county. Under the deisionof the court both may be deprived of their
ights and the electors ef th'eiv privileges, and the
legislature may transfer the whole police power to
lie appointees of the governor. The city and counymust pa}' tho expenses without having tho least
ontrol over those whose acts determine their
mount. The restraint of the will of the constituent
ipoit tho agent is wholly lost. Representation and
axation have 110 relation to each other.
The same principle will enable tho legislature efectuallyto strip tho governor of his functions, by

rws which shall be limited to a district composed of
11 the counties in the Btato but one. The court of
ppeals may be deprived of its effective jurisdiction
a seven out of the eight divisions over which it ex'rcisespower, by forming a special district with a

ribunal to exercise its substantive powers, lty the
inion of two supreme court districts a new tribunal
nay bo created and exercise therein original or reviorypowers. By forming a district composed of fifty
lounties, sheriffs and constables may exercise their
unctions equally in all of thorn. Magistrates may
end their process in each of them.
New officers may, in effect, supersede the judges,

hcrifls, coroners, clerks, magistrates, constables,
ad surrogates, and exercise most, if not all, of their
isual functions. By uniting divisions of tho militia,
lie uovernor, or some one else, might appoint the
uilitary officers in each, to the exclusion of those
vho have the right under the constitution. Portions
if the legislative power might bo committed to newy-creatcddivisions of the State, livery officer in it
night he stripped of the suhstantial portions of his
urisdiction and power to he conferred upon some

iinctionary, with more or less inviting fees, and
it l engthened, perhaps, hy all such inducements as poiticnlpatronage usually holds nut. The theory that
mder a State constitution the legislature may exer:iBeevery power not prohibited is the real parent
if a thousand errors and multiplied tyrannies, llut
he present case has not that apology, because the
(institution confides to the city electors the power
o elect the city authorities, who are clothed with
ipecitic powers. The decision in question leaves
:ertnin city officers hy name, hnt strips them of the
lowers contemplated by the constitution, and Conorsthem upon new officers of executive appointnent,thus taking from the people what the constituionexpressly conferred upon them. To arrive at
his erroneous conclusion, the court necessarily overulednumerous decisions recognised as law in the
hate, including Home of their own body. If the priniiplcshall bo carried out, as it may readily be, liy an

inscrupulous legislature, the State government, in
learly every department, may be transferred to
lie appointees of the executive,, to the exclusion
f the constitutional agents of the electors, thus
vorking a revolution in the State in defiance of
lie constitution and its guarantees. The substance
s made to yield to the shadow. Things forbidden to
ie done are accomplished l»y indirect means. The
egislativc power is practically without restraint,
Inmo Miiiriri>Kfi><t liv the I'onrt. hcinc ensile avoided

>y the introduction of new names and unautici|>ulcd
:ontrivuicce. If the cords of written constitutions
lave so little binding effect, they are measurably
iseless, and may well be termed ropes of sand.

CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATIONS IN GKORUIA.
lion, lliram Warner, who so ably represented the

ourth district, Georgia, in the last Congress, having
leclined a nomination, the democracy of the district
uivo nominated Col. L. J. Gartrell in his place. Of
lie nominee the Newnau Banner says:
"Col. Gartrell's services in the presidential election

est fall, as (doctor for tliis district, are fresh in the roc>1lections of the people. His majority of 1,6IS over the
,-ill more elector was one of the greatest triumphs ever
lehiovod for the democratic party in the fourth COtigrestoreddistrict. It sealed tlio fate of .Sain, who begins
igain to stiow some Nigns of life witli the prospect of nn

idditionid wrinkle In his platform. The people will ratify
n October the proceedings of the convention, and maniesttheir appreciation of Gartrell's noble efforts in the
ause of his country by running him into the House of
toprcacntatives of the United States upon a longer and a

to-rigor poll than lias ever fallen to the lot of any of his
vorthy and illustrious predecessors."
Democratic nominations for Congress have been

iiade in six dtstricts in Georgia, us follows :

Third district.. D. J. Buily.
Fourth district..L. J. Gartrell.
Fifth district..A. It. Wright.
Sixth district..Jnmcs Jackson.
Seventh district..Un. Stephens.
Eighth district..A. H. Stephens.

A CANDID ADMISSION.
Mr. A. J. Greer, the editor of a black-republican

>npcr, published in Juniata county, Pennsylvania, in
aking leave of hia party and paper, Hays :

" The republican party, under its present constituted
eaders, is the meanest party with which we ever had
inything to do. Without prudence or discretion, it
indies madly into extremes, and renders itself obnoxious
o all liberal-minded people."
The Louisville Journal gives tbo full official rc;urnaof the vote for appellate judge in Kentucky,

from which we learn that twenty-two counties in the
district give Wheat, know-nothing, 9,409; Hullitt.
lemocrat, 9,367. This is close shaving, and in all
probability there will yet he some trouble in settling
the official count.

An agent is to be sent to England from New York
to induce the owners of the Great Eastern to send
Iter to th it p >rt.

THE (1RKAT QUEWlOlf BKTORK THE COlWTRT 8Ut<
OPINIONS OK THK PREHB THK PRINCIPLE OK deci.
POPULAR HOYEHKIONTY MUhT BE MAIN w

TAINKD. .Tv,
The following article ou " The vexed oonalitu- ilnnl

tionul qneatiou of Kuimue'' it) copied from the Rich...dmumond Kmpurer of lard Tileaany h inhuc : a|1()t
It in not h very difficult matter, we are sure, to tv*er- utipi

tain the correct principles of conduct which hIiouUI govern «boli
the democratic })*Ky oft the jiJtydlurtH.ot' Kansw. At any «mih

rate, we ohall nuikt An attempt to |toint them out; Hint iuut-1
we nhall do ho with very cool indifference to the clamor tho*
now rife on the ouhjeet. the i

In the lirbt place, it in cfeur that nil citiaenn arc Itound of hii

hy the lawn of the country, 'lite IcgMhture of Katune Nuti
Ih under the control of Confront; but at preaont nil leghn the
Intive powere arc intimated, hy CIONM delegation from /,
CongrOHH, to the hand* of IliC lerritorinl government of (l|| t
Kuiikhm. Cottgrenn luut, hy the moat formal anil punitive ltll/ tj
euuctiuenti), transferred the entire conduct of atl'airH in
Kansas to the local government. The principles of .Hie ()f t|
Kansas- Nebraska net ure upon every mm't tongue ; but ^ j,j,
how few there ure who hAve taken the (suns to examine ((u.
the net itself! Take a single provision of tliat net. gtuti
Willi Mime unimportant exceptions of power to tux tlie
lands of the United State's and of non-residents, the followingsection bunds over nil (lowers of legislation to the ^

Territory: u"'1
gresi

" See. 24. Ami be U further etuuial, That the legidatire yy0
power tf the Territory thai! rjrtrpd to ALL lllGllTKUL SUIT (Join
JBCT8 of legislation consistent with tlie constitution of f,u.^
the United Ntutek," Ac.

Much is the tenor nud spirit of the whole net; it I icing deck
the intention and (mlicy of Congress to leave the (ample lute
of the Territory "perfectly free to form ami regulate their by v

domestic institutions in their own way."ritor
Lest they should lie cmlnmiused in the free nud unre- [(

strniueil management of their own ntluirs by the Missouri
Compromise, Congress, in the Kansas-Nebraska net, took
esjicciul (siins to remove thnt im|>cdiincnt by declaring it mitt
"Inoperative and void," inkling us the reusnu nnd cxphinationof doing so the declaration :

"It being the true Intent and meuning of this act not X' "

to legislate slavery into nny Territory or State, nor to ex- tutu
elude it therefrom, but to letter the )*»f>It thereof perfertly fret plo.
to form and regulate their tlomrMk vwtitutioru in their own way,"
Sre.

Having thus transferred nil (lowers of legislation to the T
Territory.to "the Territory" in its entirety, nnd not to
its legislature or any (articular «io[Hirtmeut of its govern- inK
ment Congress has from that day to this abstained from lead
all legislation or interference in its affairs. It could at
any moment have expressly repealed or modified its gen-
ernl grant of legislative powers, or tacitly resumed n (sirtionof those powers, by exercising them itself; but it has ,,

never done so, and from the passage of the organic act of
1854 until tills day "the Territory" of Kansas has posscswxlall (siwcrs of legislation in the Territory not inconsistentwith the constitution of the United States.
Among theso powers of legislation are those for autliorixinga convention of the Territory and for framing n ^

constitution, preparatory to its admission as a State into T

the Union. Accordingly, Inst winter, the territorial legis- w^^
luture enoetetl a law |>rovidlng for an enumeration of tlie |(i (
inhahitants and tlie election of a constitutional convon-
tion. Tills law was (Hissed witli the knowledge of Con-

^ (i(

gross and by its tacit consent. Indeed, tlie wiiole coun- '.J
try,, except the Topeka taction witliin the Territory and
the black republican party at tlie North, aci|uiewcd in ^
this law nnd tacitly-sanctioned anil approved it.

Thus, not only has the entire power over this subject ..

1 wi/rn on ei'And.ifm 1 kn Pnnirvivuo 4n t/is TVeei/oi n id
*rj ...... .tukil

say, the people, legislatere, and body-politic but the exerciiseof this power has been acquiesced in by Congress. .

'llio whole subject-matter has been left to the manage- j
niont of the Territory, and there is no power but CJon- _

gross that can interfere to control the manner in which ^ j'
their work shall lie conducted.Congress itself Wing .

estopped from interference i>y the principles of tlio Kansas-Nebraskaact, nnd l>y its silence last winter in. the (
incipicncy of this movement in the Territory for a con- .

vention,
Tims, the Territory of Kansas lias Warn clothed by

Congress with the same powers over the whole subject of ,j,the framing of a constitution and its adoption by the
people as it would have over the subject if it were an ill- VI
dependent, sovereign State. We in Virginia, or they in i*|
South Carolina, or Massachusetts, or Kamtschatka, liavc no wbi I
more right to interfere in the matter, as they sluill choose
to manage it, by our clamor or otherwise, than the poo- vcn|
plu of Kansas would luive to interfere with us if wo were onv
engaged in framing a new constitution for our own sover- jj wj
cign Static govc
The questions whetlier the constitution about to Is- ^,111

fnuued for Kansas siiould he submitted to the people
for ratification or not; and,'if so, to whom sluill it be in,j
siilmiiltcd, are local questions, belonging exclusively to (
the Territory to decide in the usual foqns "in its own tj,,,,'

own
For ourselves, we are perfectly willing to abide the de- c|ll)t

cision of the Territory itself on these questions, not j-.r t
merely from choice, but because we could not control |nlr(.
the decision if we would. jf

It cannot lie denied that there are two sides to both of mvJ,
the questions which are the subject of so much idle und (,, p,
fruitless controversy outside of Kansas. As to the qties- ni(, r
tiou whether the constitution uWut to be framed ought wjjj
to lie accepted by the people directly frofli the hands ol
the convention, or should lie submitted to popular rutlti- qent
cation, the precedents arc various and the arguments sup,
plausible on either side. The first constitution of Virginia, jj,.t,
which was framed in the troubles of the revolution, was jgjjj
not snliiuittcd to the people for ratification. The two sue- ,j()h
cecding constitutions, of 1830 nnd 1850, which were

framed in the tranquillity of peace, tcere I Kit li submitted cons
to tlie people for ratification. The constitution of the for r
United states wns submitted to the constituent States.
The early precedents were in favor .of receiving constitutionsdirectly from the conventions framing tlteiu; hut
within the last twenty years, of all the States and Territoriesthat have adopted constitutions, lint four have acceptedthem directly from their conventions ; and these I'
were New York, Pennsylvania, Iowa, nnd Kentucky popt
three northern States and but one southern State. We our
find this following classification of States with reference to jn
wio ttuujoct ill hu uuriouun mercury ; ^
State* tchose constitution* hare not Urn submitted for rutifiratim to |njc

the iieoplc. ' ' onto
Mnine, October 29 - 1H1 S»
Now Hampshire, February 1702 .

Vermont, July 9 1793
Massachusetts, March 2 - 17711 '80
Connecticut, September 15 1*18 the
New Vork, October 9 ---1840 dem
New Jersey, June 2'J --. - --. 1814 |llMt
Pennsylvania, February 22 - 1838. ,
Delaware, December 2. lH.'tl

""

North Carolina, December 18 . 177<i 1111

South Carolina, June 3. ............ 1790 S"17
Georgia, May 30 - - 1798 indr
Alabama, July 6 1819 t|10
Mississippi .-1817H|on
Kentucky, June 11 - 1'8;">0 ..

Missouri- 1820-' 21 "on

Arkansas, January 4-- . 1830
Iowa, May 18----- . 1840 deli

State* uboee constitution* bare been submitted for ratification. '

Ithude Island, November 5. - . 1842
Maryland, May 1 1861 w'a

Virginia, August 1 1861 and
Floriila, January 30 ----. - 1838 tent
louisiana, July 31 1862 f.r
Tennessee, August 30 - 1834
Ohio, March 10 1861

14

Illinois, August 31 1817 OMt

Indiana, February 10 -1861
Michigan, August 15 - 1860 nutl
Wisconsin-- .......... 1840 dpji
Texas, August 27 - - 1845 H(rtI1
California, September 9 1860 j (
The other qtimtion of controversy, to whom shall the |Jir|

constitution be submittal firr ratification, in nisc it shall Is' do- ^
(ided tosubject it to the |M>pular ordeal, is ei|iinlly within
the absolute control of "the Territory" of Kansas. ,""1

Here, too, we must Kay for ourselves that we are wil- still

ling to ahidi! the decision of the Territory ; not, it may incr
l*>, from choice, imtfmm Compulsion. We in Virginia have t|,c
no right consistently with the provisions of the Kansas
Nebraska act, and with the repeated pledgeeof the South,
to interfere with the people of Kansas in deciding this
nnntifum "In Ihfir gwii wnv "

Wo would remark, however, that on this question, ns

on the other, the precedents are various. In Virginia V
we have had two opfKwite precedents ; for, while the con- f,rt
stitution of 1830 wax submitted to the voters who wore ^ (|
qualified to vote for the memls'rs of the constitutional
convention, the constitution of 1850 wax submitted to Lft"

the voters who should be qualified under the terms of the w'1(
new constitution itself. We tn'ae it for planted that this doe
will Isr the precise question in the Kansas convention, up
vis: whether the voters upon the new constitution shall {jnj
l»o those who were qualified to vote for members of the
convention, or who shall lie qualified to vote under the

"

provisions preserllwd in the constitution the convention
will frame f The legislation of Congress lias left the de- bell
<ision with the convention, and the jxwplc of the other if h

'

i* und Tuniteries will be obliged t» Motpihwoe in th
<k*i.
e bar, Indeed, Unit it will not be a very kihwivnti

All congressional legislation upon the iptnlith atf
iters in the Territories has been very loose. "IiiIih
ts" Ium Ik-cii the term generally mail, ami thin wi
s or no restriction aa to length of residence. The <i

me of 1787 allowed all "Inhabitant*" to vote wl
ild own fifty am of landi The treaty of Louisiai
dated that the "Inhabitant*" of the ceded Territo
dd hare all the right* iu the ceded Territory of "< i

Ho did the treaty coding Florida, Ac. The Kn
"Jelira-ska net qualified n* voter* in it* organisation
e Torritorio* "evwry free white male iiihal>it<jnt ulx>
iigc of twenty-one your* who shall be an admit rmdi
id Territory." And tin*resolution of the JXmocrol
onal Convention at Cincinnati, looking expressly
formation ol' a constitution, nur thus f

nalrnl. That we recognise the right of the people
he Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, a

'iroiujlt thifairly KXPBKHHED [not iuiplicdj WILL
vijurily of admit rrniflaiti, and whenever the nuuih
icir inhabitant* j untitles it, to form a oonstitntio
or without domestic slavery, and lie admitted in
Union upon terms of perfect etpmlity with the oth
M.

e have thus explained the exact attitude In whii
e vexed questions of Kansas stand. We do not i
to lie understood us approving the failure of Co

r to resume its legitimate powers over the Territpr
all know the cireinnstanci's which have prevented
g ho, and the efforts it lias made in tlmt belialf. T
is nil (lint we are now presenting ; nn<l the fact
uiuhic thnt the lcginlttlion of Onngrcss linn lclt t
don of the (jUCKtioUH we have alluded to to the alia
decision of "the Territory" of Kansas, to lie ma

rhstever organlain, and in whatever mode, "the T<
y" may select.
)nc or two mistakes occur in the table given 1

Mercury. J loth in 1821 and 1844 New York ait

ed her new constitutions tothopeoplofortheir a

i-al or rejection. The question of calling the cc

tioiiH was submitted to the people. The cons

m of Iowa wits likewise submitted to the pe
|.Kd. U.viok.

THE LEADING ISSUE IN KANSAS,
lie ltichniond Examiner, in the course of a scare

review of Mr. Keitt's letter, thus defines tl
ing issue in Kansas :

lint, then, Ls tho issue dividing parties in the Ter
1 We find the black republican*, headed by Ji
;, contending for the suprcmncy of n constitute
li was framed by a packed convention rejircHcntiug
pirly minority of tlio jieople, and which the |wo|
uselvcs never sanctioned. And we find the deni
ic party in the Territory, headed by Walker, resii
tliin black-republican imposture, urging the ]ieoplc
for delegates to n convention representing all t

itered inhabitants of the Territory, and pledge
iihcIvcs to use their efforts to bring the constitute
h shnll lie framed by this convention lieforo the ]«
or ratification. Such is the lending issue in Ka
-the black republicans contending for the validity
nsti tnt ion tliat has never been submitted to the pe
the democrat# resisting that doctrine, and plcdgii

wolves to submit tlieir constitution to the people.
re liave thus seen that Congress lias turned over tl
le subject of the formation of a constitution, and t
re regulation of the formalities nttending the unit
ag, to the legislature and people of the Torritorit
have seen the division of junties that has resulted
sas from this action of Congress ; we have seen t
s u;>on which parties are divided In that Tcrritor
issue of slavery or no slavery not having been rais
not being involved at all ;) and we have seen thatt
ocracy ami Walker arc contending for a demo rat
liplo of action ' -vordanec with the Katistu'-Ncbra;whilel/n m bhv k republicans are contcridii
,n aiiti-dciii con nUigoiiistic principle, to wit: t
eontended lor by .Mr. Kcitt.

HE CONVENTION AND THE CONSTITUTION,
fe.quole again from the same ]iapcr:
ie legislature of Kansas has, accordingly, last winh
e Congress was in session mi'l with its tacit muictki
n the initiative step in this work and caused a en
ion to 1x5 elected, its we liave already said. Tli
enlion will soon meet. It will frame a conslitiilioi
II prescribe qualifications for voters under the nt
rnment; it will submit this constitution for ratitie
or rejection to such voters of the Territory as it uu
i proper. In other words, the people, the legislator
the convention of Kansas, having been intrusted
rrcss with the whole work of getting up a const!t
for themselves, are going on with the work in t,lu
way, never dreaming that they arc responsible
Mirers outside, either at the North or at the Sout
ho manner in which thev shall choose to conduct
ly local and domestic piece of business of their mv
they, in thus managing their own matter in tin
mode, shall cause the constitution about to befratn
submitted to the people, wo at the South will ha

iglit to complain any more than they at the Nor
have. Moreover, if the Kansas convention slu

lo upon lliis measure, they will only copy the proc
s we ourselves have set them ; and we in the o
i's will he estopped from objecting by our own pin
and example. The Virginia constitutions both
I and 1850 were submitted to the people for ratific

The early precedents were thu otiier way; b
in the last twenty years sixteen States have from
titutions, and of the. e, twelve have submitted tin
atification to tho people, while only four have r

ed them direct from the hands of tlieir conventions

From tho Albany Argn«
SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES.

any principle can ever lie regarded as settled hy
liar verdict, certainly the doctrine that the people
Territories are to frame their future State inslitutio
sjK-ct to negro slavery, as well as all other siibjci
amcstic government, was affirmed in the issue of t
presidential election. That a community about
r our confederacy of States shall lie left free to font
e constitution prohibiting or tolerating slavery, or

on that subject, and be pennitt d, with such a ci

ition, to enter the Union unquestioned in respect
provision on this topic, is a position to which t
ocnitiu party of the nation is irrevocably committi
which the people ut large have definitely settled. T
duty of the general government in relation to tl

tor is, in the language of President Buchanan's inn
d, "to secure to every resident inhabitant the free a

pendent expression of his opinion by his vote a

only inquiry to l>e made, when the question of ailni
into the Union is presented, is whether the const it
submitted secures to the people of the incipient Sti
-epubliean form of government," and is the fair u

berate enunciation of their will t
hesc are the positions which the democratic party
nation occupies, 'lliey are broad enough for i
ile neonle to stand UDon without sectional lealoti
in the exercise of fraternal feeling. Wo htvvo ci

led for them in good faith, and intending to seen
thom nn honest application. Wo stand by them n<

insist upon having them faithfully and lairly carr

in Kansas. Wo call upon our democratic brethi
mghout the Union to do the sumo, and present to
on and world u s|>ectnelc of patriotic devotion to pr
e, however it may affect, in this or that particular
ice, private or sectional interests. In this mode, n

[.hit* course of netion, not only will the domocrr
[y maintain a |rermanent nsrvndency and prosper!
the nation, avoiding all dangerous elements of agi
and discord, and confining its action within its o

tional sphere, will expand in territorial extent i<

ease in population and wealth, clustering ariuiut

affections of the whole people, and gal lining with
rvth new energy and power.

Krnm the l*rnn*)'lvMitsi
KANSAS AMI 'I'HK AlUliMSIIIAllllA

fe have aii abiding confident, amounting to a p
conviction, that the Kansas jhili«-y of the Preside
etimvi in his instructions to Governor Walker, will
iiil out to the entire satisfaction of all, except th
»liave determiner! to ire satisfied with nothing Ihal

i, and whose |*i!itkal exiateoce depends upon keepi
that dangerous agitation wtlich has convulsed
on to the centre We cannot examine the record
ertJ. Walker, nor look Imek ii|M>n the position
held for no many yoars a* a national democrat, r

eve that tie will not solve the intricate Kansas prohl
uuun |iru'!cn .'c and audacity can wcomplialt so desi

at I'll- an event To mi.-pn-l liim of treachery or of holding
communication with the enemy is like doubting the |w

" triothuu of u veteran wIion breast is mrarrni with the tro

j( phle* of many a hard-fought field. Ho wan sclcctisl for

th lMMf he now occupies k-eituw its responsibilities re>r-quired eiparkuv, cddIdimi, ami mature Judgment, He
liu went out there to no holiday parade, to no place) of peace,UIful re|>u«e or "honorable exile," hut he was cliuaen us

^ the moat tit man to grapple with one of the mint diflictilt
questions ever presented to the statesmen of our country ;

()f to diamtie it of the sophistries which |>uiUmu rancor had
ve thrown around it, and to give it a rational, satisfactory,

and constitutional solution Who donbta tint be will ac
l" compliali it? Not the PeuDsylvaiiian, nor the democrat*

of the Keystone State and wo insist that the man who

^
has the cootideace of Pmatiylviuilu lots a right to demand

^
from tin- democracy of (leorgiu ami Mississippi an iiii|«ar

nf lial hearing and it candid judgment. We insist that Utcrc
shall lie no suspicion ; that he shall In- allowed his own

n, time and manner to take the emlwirransing question ol
h> Kansas out of the agitations of |Ktrty, and gain a noble
® Iriiinipli for the grout piineiph- of (sipaLtr hovi-ieighty.

,

L-h MISSISSIPPI.
The democracy of Claiborne oonnty, Mississippi,

y. atwemblcd in county convention at Port Uibaon on

tiro 15tii nit. Among the resolutions adopted by the

''ih convention are the following:
he Hmirtd, That we approve the course of cur distinguish,
ki- til representative, Gen. John A. Quitman, in Congress,
de and we propose liim as tin- lirst and unanimous clioice of
r- tliu democracy lor Congress in tiiis district; und tliat

the choice of tlie party is so tixod and unanimous tiiat
we deem a nominating convention for this district unnecessary.

Remind, That our United States senators, lions. Jctf.
p. Davis und A. G. Brown, have the entire confidence of the

democracy of Clailsiruu county ; and we desire that, nil
" honorable means should lie used by our reprcscntali-fives in the next legislature for the re election of lion.
e. A. G. Brown.

IUmJiviI, Tint the admiiiistnition of Gen. Tierce Iihs
met our most sanguine expectations, always faithful to
the whole country, the laws, and the constitution.

Hrxvlrtd, 'Unit we highly approve and endorse tlie inauh-gurul of Mr. Buchanan ; and in the formation of his cubIinet we recognise u patriotism and justice which me guarantee*for the rights of the entire Union.
Urtolved, That we arc opposed to all sectionalism,

i j and to dwarfing the democratic party down to suit factions
or cliques.

"" WASHINGTON CITY 1<TFTY-K15VKN YEAliS AGO.

lie The following description of our city in the year
IHOO, when first occupied by the federal govcrnnicnt,was written by the lion. John Cotton Smith,

he of Connecticut, nnd will undoubtedly prove partialIarlyinteresting to our Washington readers :

lo. "Our approach to the city was accompanied with sensationsnot easily dcsciibed. One wing of the Capitol
.f only hud liceu erected, which, with the Trcsidcnt's House,
t)_ a mile distant from it, lioth constructed with white sand

stone, were shining objects in dismal contrast with the
scene around them. Instead of recognising the avenues

,js and streets fiortrayed on the plan of the city, not one was

l,e visible, unless we except a road, with two buildings on
each side of it, culled the New Jersey avenue. The Pcnns.sylvania, leading, as laid down on paper, from the Cnpij.to) to the Presidential Mansion, was then pearly the

l,c whole distance a deep morass, covered with alder
bushes, which were cut through the width of the

lHj intended avenue during the then ensuing winter. Bel.,tween the President's House mid Georgetown a block
li0 of houses had li en erected, which then bore, and umy
k(i still Is'ar, the name of the Six Hiiildini/.i. There were,
l(j, u!ho, two other blocks, consisting of two or three dwclln,ling houses, in dillerent directions, und now nitil then mi*

-insulated wooden haliitution; the intervening spaces, and,
imhul, tlic surface of the city generally, la-log covered
with shrub (hiIc bushes on the higher grounds, and oil the
marshy soil cither trees or some sort of shrubbery. Nor
was the desolate aspect of the place a little augmented

r, by a number of uiitinishcd wiiftm at Urtrnhnf'» l\nnl,
n, and on uii eminence a sliort distance from it, commenced
n- by an individual whose name they lsire, but the stale of
at whose funds coni|iellcd him to abandon them, not only
l; unlillished, but ill a ruinous condition. 'J'liere appeared
iw to l«: but two really comfortable habitations in all ica-spcels within the bounds of the city, one of which betylonged to Dudley Carroll, esq., and the other to Not c,ley Young, who were the former proprietors of a large

proportion of tlie laml appropriated to the cily, lint

u- who reserved for their own accommodation grounds
ir sufficient for pardons and other useful appurtenances
to The roads In every direction were muddy and unimproved.
h, A sidewalk was attempted in one instance by a covering
a formed of Iho chips of the stones which had been hewed

it. for the Capitol. It extended but a little way, and was

:ir of little value ; for in dry weather the sharp fragments
ed cut our shoes, and in wet weather covered them with
ve whito mortar. In short, it was a 'new settlement.'
th The houses, with two or throe exceptions, had Ihvii very
ill recently erected, and the o|s<ration greatly hurried in
e- view of the Approaching transfer of the national governIdnient. A laudable desire was manifested hy what few
ic- citizens and residents there were to render our condition
of as pleasant as circumstances would permit. One of the
a- blocks of buildings already mentioned was situated on the
ut east side of wlmt was intended for the Capitol Square,
ed and, licing chiefly oocupiocl hy an extensive and well-kept
in hotel, accommodated a goodly number of the members,
ic- Our little party took lodgings with a Mr. Peacock, in
i. one of the houses on the New Jersey avenue, with the

addition of Senators Tracy, of Connecticut, and Chipmanand Paine, of Vermont ; and Representatives
Thomas, of Maryland, mid Dana, Edmond, mid (iriswold,of Connecticut. Speaker Sedgwick was ailowued a room to himself; the rest of us in pairs. To my ex°'collcnt friend Davenport and myself was allotted a spanscious and decently-furnished apartment, with separate

t.s beds, on the lower floor. Our diet was various, but allu,ways substantial, and we were attended by active and
faithful servants. A large proportion of the southern
merulici'H took lodgings at Georgetown, which, thougli of

1 H a superior order, were three miles distant from IheCapitol,and of course rendered the daily employment of
m- liackney-cooclies indispensable.
to "Notwithstanding the unfavorable as]>cct which Wasliju.ington presented on our arrival, I cannot sufficiently ex,press my admiration of its local position. From tlie

' Capitol you have u distinct view of its lino undulating
' surface, situated at the confluence of the I'otomar mid its

hi* Kiurtcm branch, the widcex|«n«c of that majestic river to
itt- the bond at Mount Vernon, the cities of Alexandria and
nil Georgetown, and the cultivated fields and blue hills of

Iu| Maryland and Virginia on either side of the river the
whole constituting a scene of surpassing beauty and
grandeur. The city has also tin- inestimable ml van

tu" tuge of delightful water, in many instances flowing
itc from copiovis springs, and always attainable Ivy digndging to a modulate depth; to which may Ik? added

the singular fact that, such is the due admixture of

()f loom and clay in the soil of a great portion of the eitv.
. a lionse may Is) built of brick mode of tlio earili
" <iug from the cellar; hence it was not unusual to

"v' see the remains of a brick-kiln near the newly-erected
dwelling-house or other edifice. In short, when we conuresider not only these advantages, hut what, in a national

iw point of view, is of su|>erior importance-- the location on

a fine navigable river, accessible to the whole maritime
frontier of the United Slates, and yet easily rendered dcri"fensilde against foreign invasion ; mid that, by the facilitiesof internal navigation and railways, it may Is' apin-prom bed by the imputation of the wosh in States, and inin-deed of the whole nation, with less inconvenience than

lIHl any other coneeivatdc situation -we must acknowledge
i(.(, that its selection by Washington as the permanent sent of
" the federal government affords a striking exhibition of the

'.v> disccriiineiit, wisdom, and forecast which characterised
fit- that illustrious man. Under this impression, whenever,
in- during the six years of my connexion with I Vingress, the

md ipiestion of removing the seat of government to some

] j, other place was agitated and the proposition wns frequentlymade 1 stood almost alone, as a northern man,
' h in nivine ml vote ill the negative."

Kcv. Honry Ward Beechcr, better known as liifleman
Bccelier, has changed his tunc, but not his

text. From general his attention is now directed to

<*rl)( local politics. Wc copy the following from the

l*. Tribune :

use " llie liov. Henry Ward Beechcr preached n sermon on

he Sunday evening on the prevailing corruption* in onr city
ii,.r governinent, not only as wen in Die recent disgraceful

development in whk'h the mayor line figured, i»ut as
" (vpinlly appoint in Die studious oul oignnizcd effort on

the port of officers of Die law to defeat mid paralyse nil
he the beneficial legislation th.d lias Iwn lmd for years post
nid against intemperance, gambling, and emigrant awindCtn

,inK"
ra- Comment is needless.

DEPARTMENT NEWS.

STATS DUTAITXINT

.Smuni Dutf. The following Mtlh't front at dcxpiti h
dated June IS luu Ihvu rnvivnl (imu 11. T. A KaaiiiaU,

(Iiiiled SUUt cmiHiil nt KUiuun1, and U p itdhrhed
for general iiilomiuUott !( )

[ExlfMl.]
Kn<lotted 1 Ik'K to tiaiiMuit a trauadntk>11 of at letter jliat

received front the director of the Hound custoinhouxc,
lav which you will oltserve thitl the detention which a>hi|»i
h:ive hitherto I aeon liithle to here for the purpose of the
master's giving security for the payment of the Hound
duett, in atoconhuiee with the prokaol sillied ft Co|>cii|ii(
gen on the 14th of March hud, siniultamoiiidy with
treaty on the subject of the addition of the Hound duett,
will henceforth ee.iate ultogethu#

ITrmoLllon]
'Hie royalcustoms authoritias have, under dutc of l.'llh

Inst., acquainted ine that the royal govcftUB«nt laavaj decitletlthat the tcm|>orury urruiigcmcnU established, in accordancewith the protocol of Mth March hu<t, for the t>ceurityof payment of Hound tliioa, tdinjl henceforth Omso,
although articles 7 und 8 of the treaty of turki duto concerningUie alailitlon of Hound <Iuc.s have u<< yet not eu.

tirely been fulfilled, as far asi^ireaki^i il.tin und Holland
are concerned. v

0 ° BE 0 o o ,. 9
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Ki.sivmn, June 11, lny.
TRKASI 1^ DKl'AUTMKNT.

Aypointmeal of it Krtptr <f a Light-vessel.-.Captain William
Miilliin has been appointed by tliu Secretary of (be

Prensury keeper of the light-vessel at Upjier Middle
Shut), Delaware, in plaut of Willi tin S. Osborne, who
baa resigned. Salary ear.

Jjim-nion nravvinuKNT.

Business of tkh (lateral Irani OJice. Subjoined la anabstractof the business bf the Uoneral I/rnd Ofticc for the
two weeks ending Saturday, July 4, 18,i7 ;

Niiuilier of letter* received and registered---- I,K17
lk> do written and transmitted 1,413
Ik) |utents engrossed - I,fi78

The bond of Lewis O. Pyles, regiater at Newnniisville,
Florida, in the sum of $10,000, has l>een approved; also
that of Walter H. Hurvey, register at lioa Angeles, California,in the sum of $10,000 ; also that of Nathaniel K.
Holden, receiver of publle uioueys at Warsaw, Missouri,
in the sum of $50,000.

Sales of Indian Trust hands..The Corntniasioner of IndianAffairs has received a highly interesting letter from
I*. S. Stevens, es<],, Hjs-c ial cominisaionor to superintend
the sales of Wen, l'iankeshuw, Koaknskia, and l'eoria I rust
lands, dated ut l'aohi, Kansas Territory, June 20, 18,'»7.
Mr. Stevens states that, in accordance with the proclainationof the President and the instructions he had received
from the depar(incut, he commenced the sale on Wednesday,the 24th ult., ut 10 o'clock, n. m., but ns the buildingfor his accommodation hud not been completed, he
had adjourned the sale until the 25th, on which day seventy-eightparcels of land were sold, 'lite next day ninety-sixparcels were sold, which is about (lie quantity ckjiectedto lie sold each day. He hud not found it
necessary to make any requisition upon tire officer
in command at Fort Leavenworth for troops, and trusted
Hint nothing would occur during the snle to reqniro any
sjich requisition. A large number of people were in attendancefrom almost every State in the Union, and the

very liest of feeling prevailed, and not the least disturb,
once or dissatisfaction had arisen. Nearly every piece of
land was claimed by settlers, and taken at its valuation.
What was not taken in this way brought generally three
dollars an acre. Having no troojis, he had employed a

few picked men to act hh a guard upon the money received,and ho had a full coiqis of clerks, who were constantlyemployed twelve hours u day. The register and
receiver were liotli in attendance, in the discharge of their
several duties. " *

ICAVT DKrAHTMKXT.

The S'tbnutrine Teln/ra/ih Oihle. Iri.'rrt from the Unilnl
Slates Sicain Frigate Niagara. Several interesting letters
tiavo boen received by the Secretary of the Navy from

Captain Hudson, of the United States steam frigate Niagara,now at Liverpool, Inking in her portion of the submarinetelegraph cable. From these letters wc learn
that Captain Hudson, having completed the preparations
for receiving the telegraph wire, left the Portsmouth
<lock-vanl at 8, n. m., on the 20th, took 111 powder oil'
ftpithcad, and arrived at 2, p. in., on the 22d nt Liverpool.On the 27th a ship-load of the telegraph cable got
alongside of the Niagara, and preparations were made to
commence at once coiling it in tho foreliold. A second
ship-loud was promised l»y the 30th. 'l'hia was to I*)

skived away in tlie ward-room tier abaft. The two vesselsreferred to nwive, it is estimated, will bring off tarn

hundred andfifty miIn of the cttlJe.
Jaiucs Price, a coal-heaver, was killed hy a fall while

the Niagara wiis nt the dock-yaril at Portsinoutli. lie
was buifhd at the iiospitai burying-ground* of that |iort.

From the Philmlolpbia Argu.«.
NEW CON8TITUHON FOR IOWA.

In August next tiie people of Iowa are to vote ii|k»i
the question of the adoption of a new constitution, pre-
pared l>y a conv ention held at Iowa City last winter. In
the matter of State officers, the tenure of office has been
limited hi two years, instead of four ; a lieutenant governshiplias been created; three supreme judges nrv to
he elected for six years, one of them at each biennial election; the State is to be divided into eleven judicial districtsfor tiie election of circuit judges and district attorneys

i tho senate is fixed at fifty, and tiie house at one

hundred members, (now 33 and 73 respectively,) and
biennial sessions ufo retained. 'Ihe sent of government
is permanently located at Fort des Moines, and the city
is to lie called Deiunines. The Slate w ill not be nllowodto contract a debt greater than $260,000, and
no city or town <nn do the some thing to a greater extentthan five [XT cent, of its valuation, 'ihe legislatureom pass a general hanking law, and also establish a

State hank with branches, hut such a law or laws must
i iii i or .i- i i ,.r ...i

tion, to consist of the lieutenant governor and one metnbcrfrom each of the judicial districts, the district mcinl<cr
to hold office for four years, Is to Iw established, with powers

of legislation on all educational matters, subject to
the su|H-rvisiaij of the general assembly. 'llio next electionof memWrs of Congrvwi will occur in 1S5D, and afterwardsin each socond year, the time 1icing changed bcowisethe State elections will occur only in those years.
The (stint of greatest interest in this new constitution is
a side question whether the word "white" (in relation
to the qualification of citiaens) shall lie stricken out f The
democrats in the convention succeeded in making this «

separate issue, and in prescribing that a majority of
all'the votes cast must lie given aflinuatively in order to

adopt it.
From the Kat'lmore American

MOUNT VERNON. i
The "Southern Matron" is still indefatigable in herefIfoils with reference to Mount Vernon. Already a large

sum has licen raised, and another stirring appeal has just
been issued. The purpose of the "Southern Matron" and
of the |iatriotlc daughters of America Is to raise the sum

of two hundred thousand dollars, by voluntary subscription,previous to the 22d day of Kelirnary next., for the
purchase of Mount Vernon from its present proprietor,
and its dedication on that hollowed birtb-dny. the one

hundred and twcnty-sixtliq(12ti) anniversary of Washington'sbirth, as the perpetual abrine of greatness, patriot- ism,and worth. More than one-eighth <>f the requited
sum has l>een already raised by the eloquence of the giftIcd Everett. Orators, lecturers, editors, nnd pleaders ot

both sexes are already actively at work in the same noMe
cnuao ; but it requires united fu« well hh vi,*oroon efforts
to achieve the consummation numt devoutly to In: wished.
And hence wo soliiit the co-<>|>orAtion of nil who (eel ""

interest in the pitiiolir cause. All snive iption* of ft dollar
find npwaids inny bo dir. ted to Mis Will i'' Hit' lie

tirst vice president, or Mm. William II MeKnrhuid, tren»urerof the Ladies' Mount Vernon Aa*o< i ition, Rielimoiwl,
Vn. Throughout the South the liveliest feeling prevail*
upon the subject, nnd it Is Irellevcl that the desirable

| consummation will njH-edily l>e reuliz-d,


